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Abstract:

This study belongs to the field of cultural studies< and it concerns the
musical culture of Palestine in the area of the West Ban, looking
specifically at the significance of musical expressions in songs and
instrumental music. It covers the period from 1970s until the post Oslo
Accords agreement (1993) held between the State of Israel and the
Palestinian Liberation Organization (PLO).

The problematic question that the study raises lies in the understanding and
analyzing of the changing values and the significance of the musical
expressions in two major historical contemporary periods of Palestine.

In order to understand and to uncover the musical expression and its
significance« the study will position the musi, and will look at the musical
practices within the social and the political context, without ignoring the
musical expression itself and its own history.

In the period of the 1970s until the First Intifada in 1987, the major musical
experiences were seeking a direct representation of the Palestinian struggle
and its different forms of revolution against the Israeli occupation. These
experiences embodied the national ambition of liberation towards an
independent Palestinian state.

Most of the musical expressions represented the united voice of the
resistance and was even considered as an organic part of it. In this period,
major musical groups were established and had a major impact on the
musical expression. Their music was widely spread and known, such as the
Al-Ashigeen group which was established in Syria in 1977, And Al-Fonoun:«

which was established in Ramallah in 1979.



During the First Intifada in 1987, new musical experiences emerged. These
musical experiences continued, through using a folk musical material to
raise the sound of the resistance. At a late period of the Intifada, new
musical expressions started to take place, and to give more attention to the
musical form, as well as to the musical expression itself, such as style. The
lyrics starts to propose existential concerns, and to give an importance to
the experience of being a Palestinian under occupation, rather than being
only a direct representation of the struggle.

After Oslo the Palestinian National Authority (PNA) was established.
During this period, the musical scene expanded and the music became
independent from the old form of representation. In other words, it
transformed into an object by itself, and was practiced as a form of art
regardless of its political or social message.

The study looks at a specific form of the musical transformation and its
expressions, which were the academizing and the institutionalization of the
music. These experiences changed the musical scen, and gave an important
opportunity for the music.

| will take three major case studies: Edward Said National Conservatory for
Music (ESNCM), Al-Kamandjati association, and Barenboim Said
Foundation. The study will highlight on the work of these institutions and
their artistic visions in Palestine. The study claims that this transformation
is not less political, but that it rephrases the concepts of culture and the state
building of a new period, a period that is shaped globally by the new
liberalism agenda, therefore imposing its social, economic and political

conditions.
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https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wafa.ps%2Far_page.aspx%3Fid%3DM9mRmSa610447711929aM9mRmS%26fbclid%3DIwAR0SUvtPYPpsFstpJmAH33nO-i3quYB05pDAV_HOoR1o9JEvGUlg2RdveDM&h=AT3D5jyZm9kixVdByPCGhERD_iRsmH2nYtuCXHZrvtT6BXE24h09QxPc_sAX4plnIsw8c5dklwgSBYkKJX_NcvkWiiXNHrK8RwoAXH4n5Vwn1EWrOte1JMl2Hpad-AkaRoOEg0CZysO-QDM5a1exlGuqmmeRpU4nfQ
https://barenboimsaid.de/home
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